
 

 

 

 
26th April 2021 
 
Dear All, 
 
Reading Rock Volunteers 
 
We recently reported your child’s reading and spelling ages to you. At BMS, reading is a priority for us and 
we have been busy working behind the scenes to develop a robust reading programme to offer to our pupils.  
For this to work well we need all the support we can get! 
 
We would like to create a ‘Reading Rocks Team’ who can support us in listening to our pupils read on a regular 
basis to help inspire a love of reading.  We are therefore asking for volunteers to sign up to our Reading 
Rocks Team. You would need to be available during school hours but we would be able to accommodate you 
regarding the times and days.  All volunteers are subject to a DBS check and a volunteer interview with a 
member of staff from BMS prior to working with the children. 
 
Our aim is to start having more face to face contact in 4 weeks time.  If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer for the Reading Rocks Team please contact the School Office directly via email or phone 01202 
696121.  It is open to parents, aunts, uncles, grans, grandads, cousins or family friends. 
 
There are five elements of our work around reading in school: 
 
‘Unlocking the Code’ 
Getting to grips with the mechanics of reading is a large part of the curriculum in Reception and Key Stage 1 
however, there are some children who have struggled with their phonics knowledge as they progress through 
school.  We have invested in evidence-based intervention programmes to be delivered by trained staff to 
support those children. 
 
The Matthew Effect (The rich get richer, the poor get poorer) 
The more children read, the better they get – practise, practise, practise.  We are building in more 
opportunities for children to be heard reading in school and you too can play your part.  I cannot emphasise 
enough the power of just reading more – it doesn’t matter what they read, as long as they read! 
 
Reading Fluency 
The best readers can read at speed and with understanding.  The focus of English lessons over this term will 
be on reading and understanding what has been read – we hope you will hear about the lovely books they 
are reading. 
 
Literacy Lovers and Story Enthusiasts 
This term we are making reading to children even more of a priority.  Teachers will read more complex, longer 
texts to pupils that excite and interest them.  Role models who read have a significant impact on children as 
readers – we will be reading role models in school, please be reading role models for your children at home 
too! 
 



 

 

Opening the Doors to Quality Literature (every hour spent reading is an hour spent learning to write) 
Texts are chosen carefully to provide the right level of complexity and challenge as well as a range of types 
of texts that children need to be able to cope with.  From this quality reading come high quality writing. 
 
As always if you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact the School Office and we 
will be happy to answer them. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Miss J Palmer 
Head of School 


